BUNWELL PARISH COUNCIL
MILL HOUSE, LENWADE MILL, NorRwWICH, NR9 5QA

www.bunwellpc.info

Chairman: J Chapman, Clerk: Mrs Margaret Ridgwell,
Tel: 07783 329833 Tel: 01603 871636
e-mail: chapman.jdc@gmail.com e-mail: bunwell-pc@live.com

MINUTES of Bunwell Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 5% June 2024 at the Village Hall,
Bunwell.

Clirs Present at the Meeting: Clir J Chapman, (Chairman), Clir R Smith, Clir S Spooner and
Clir D Ward.

Also Present: Parish Clerk, County Clir Catherine Rowett, District Clir Suzanne Wateridge and
17 members of the public.

MINUTES ACTION

Before the meeting began, Clir Chapman asked that everyone took a moment to
remember John Pennell who had died a few days ago. John was a committed
supporter of the residents of Bunwell and had served as Parish Councillor and
Chairman for many years. Condolences were sent to his wife, Sue and family.

. To receive apologies — apologies were received from Cllir Watson.

. Co-option of Councillors — A Co-option Application request had been received from
Michael Crouch and all councillors were pleased to appoint him to the post of Parish
Councillor. At the previous meeting Mike Booty had been appointed and both new
councillors signed their Acceptance of Office forms.

. To record declaration of interest from Council members in any item to be
discussed — there were no declarations of interest.

. To agree the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish
Council Meeting held on the 8" May 2024 - The minutes of the above meetings
on 8" May 2024, pages 510-515, having previously been circulated to all members,
were agreed and signed by the Chair.

. National Grid Pylon Project — The Pylon Working Party had compiled an excellent,
very comprehensive report for Councillors to consider. This report is available in full Clerk
on the Parish website and is appended to these minutes, but in summary the Report
recommended that as there are viable alternatives to the proposed new Pylon Route,
the Parish Council are wholeheartedly opposed to the proposal. The first alternative is
for a fully integrated offshore grid, or the second alternative would be for HDVC
cabling from Norwich to Tilbury, either underground or subsea. In the event that the
Pylon Project gains approval without either of the above alternatives, the Parish
Council seeks: under-grounding for that part of the route which passes through
Bunwell Parish, based on its character landscape features, in particular being sited in
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the Tas Valley; and minimising ecological damage to the part of the pylon run in
Bunwell Hill near to the Tas River, whether that be by undergrounding or
adjustments/alterations to pylon siting, based on the ecological sensitivity of this
particular location and the wildlife protections which are in place. In the event that no
undergrounding can be achieved, it is recommended that Bunwell Parish Council seeks
mitigation as follows: lower height pylons to reduce adverse effects on landscape
features and residential dwellings close to the pylon run; minimising ecological
damage near to the Tas River by adjustments/alterations to pylon siting; and a
programme of planting and screening for the route of any pylons through the Parish to
mitigate the impact of their intrusive height and to compensate for habitat loss. All
Councillors commended the Working Party for their thoroughness in presenting the
facts so comprehensively and were in favour of sending their recommendations
objecting to the Project to the National Grid. The period of the Statutory Consultation
has been extended until 11.59pm on Friday 26" July 2024 so individuals still have time
to send in their views.

. Matters Arising from Previous Meeting
6.1. Update on renewed lease for Playing Field. The Clerk reported that the signed
Lease is now with the solicitors and when signed by FH Easton Ltd will be forwarded to
the Parish Council for their records.
6.2. Update on signposting on Low Common. The repair and renewal of these
signposts is almost complete and will be finished in a week or two.

. To receive the District and County Councillors’ Reports (full reports
appended to these Minutes)

7.1. District Councillor, Suzanne Wateridge, confirmed the extension of the
consultation period for the Pylon Project and said that there will be further
webinars, the one for South and Mid Norfolk will be held on Wednesday 10t July
from 6-7pm. She reported that she had met with Claire Curtis, who is the Lead
Officer on NSIPs (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project) at South Norfolk
and South Norfolk’s their position remains unchanged, which is to object to the
proposal. Claire and her team understand and indeed share, the immense anger,
frustration, sadness and despair about the scheme. She said that we have to
keep fighting, but she has an excellent, highly-skilled team working on every
detail of the proposal to ensure that all the ecological and historical aspects that
will be hugely affected or damaged by the scheme have to be addressed by
National Grid. Cllr Wateridge is happy for anyone to contact her direct or to
email: claire.curtis@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk, if anyone has any
questions. Cllr Wateridge said that she has access to the Community Action Fund
for projects in her parishes which will benefit and enhance the community.

7.2. County ClIr Catherine Rowett said that she is working on her own submission to
the pylons consultation as well as contributing to the County Council’s response.
Her main point will be a request for a pause to consider the offshore options,
especially with a view to their long-term value for money and contribution to
reducing the carbon footprint of the infrastructure. She has also requested that a
proper study of the Tas Valley is made to establish the vulnerability of sites and
habitats in the wetlands with a plea for more focus on what’s best, not what's
cheapest. The County Council proposed that the Leader writes to National Grid
asking them to reconsider the offshore option as the primary solution, or, as an
alternative, to consider further undergrounding along the route and to consider
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8.

suitable compensation for those residents and businesses affected by any
proposals both during and as a consequence of any construction. She is also
working with the new Police and Crime Commissioner to see if an improved speed
limit policy can be implemented with their help.

Resident’s Questions — Items raised by residents will be discussed in the relevant
items below.

. To receive and discuss correspondence — emails received had been forwarded to

Cllrs and dealt with as required. The Chairman of the Village Hall said that following a
recent electrical inspection, it was advised that the existing fuseboard be replaced in

order to meet current regulations and to add RCD protection to the oven. He asked if
the Parish Council could help fund this work and District Clir Wateridge suggested that
he send her the details to see if her Community Action Fund could be used for part of
the cost. The Parish Council agreed to follow up this request if support is still needed.

10.Working Groups — to receive updates from:

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

5t June 2024

10.1. Planning Development Group — there are no updates to report
10.2. Surface Water & Drainage Group — there are no updates to report.

Highway Matters — It was agreed that the Parish Council would wait until Clir
Rowett’s feasibility study is completed before any suggestions are made to improve
the safety of pedestrians crossing The Turnpike outside the Village Hall. The Footpath
Warden thanked residents who have completed Historical Usage Forms for the
footpath from Greenways to Barhams Lane but said that she would be happy to
receive more. At the request of a resident, she will request that the footpath near
Brocks Watering is cleared of vegetation so that it is accessible to walkers.

Playground — There are no ongoing repair issues at present. The Annual ROSPA
inspection will take place in June.

Planning Applications — to discuss and vote on any new planning
applications — A Tree Preservation Order Application had been received to protect an
Apple Orchard on land between 106 and 114 Bunwell Street. All councillors were in
favour of this application.

Finance

14.1. Payments for the month had been circulated and councillors agreed to these
transactions and noted the Cashbook balance.

14.2. Historically there has been a Bank Account with Barclays which has a balance of
10p. Despite letters and phone calls to Barclays they are unable to close this
account without authorisation from two signatories. There are no current
signatories available so our Internal Auditor said that it would be permissible for
the amount of 10p to be written if all councillors agreed. This was unanimously
agreed.

To receive matters of importance from Councillors — ClIr Smith said that he had
managed to buy a set of suited locks and keys to repair the noticeboards outside the
shop, outside the Village Hall and on Bunwell Hill. Clir Crouch agreed to help him clean
and repair the noticeboards. Clir Ward suggested that an additional dog bin would be
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MINUTES ACTION
useful on Bunwell Street opposite Rectory Lane. The Clerk will contact South Norfolk
Council to get their approval for this site and obtain costs for a new bin and fixing. Clerk
16. To receive items for the next Agenda for Consideration — To follow up items
raised above.
17. Date of next meeting — Wednesday 3™ July, 2024 at 7.30pm
18. Meeting Closed 8.40pm
UNITY TRUST CURRENT ACCOUNT
BALANCE AS AT 08.05.24 £25,526.40
RECEIPTS AS AT 08.05.24
DATE RECEIVED FROM | DESCRIPTION ACTUAL AMOUNT
BALANCE C/FWD £25,526.40
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL THIS MONTH: UNITY TRUST CURRENT ACCOUNT
BALANCE AS AT 03.04.24 £25,526.40
PAYEE DESCRIPTION ACTUAL VAT PAYE
PAY TYPE AMOUNT
BACS Gallagher Annual Insurance Premium 1,109.41 113.50
BACS Village Hall Rental for Mar & May 60.00
BACS Westcotec SAM2 post and bracket 305.40 50.90
BACS M Ridgwell May Salary & Exps 319.10 68.60
Total 1,793.91 | 164.40 68.60
RECEIPTS
BALANCE C/FWD £23,732.49
CASHBOOK BALANCE: 05.06.24
Details CR DR
Cash Book Balance Brought Forward
(Unity Trust Bank Current Account A 25,526.40
Receipts this month (see listed above) B
Payments this month (listed above) C 1,7,93.91
Cash Book Balance Carried Forward (=A+B-C) 23,732.49
Unity Balance £23,732.49
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Councillor report, May 2024, from Catherine Rowett 06/05/2024

Work in Progress

In theory we have progress on several things I've been trying to get done, though sadly you may not have seen the results
yet. I've now had the official results letter for my applications for the Road Safety Community Fund, which have turned
out to be rather puzzling since what they say in the letter doesn’t match what | understood I'd been awarded nor what |
thought | had requested! It appears that we're getting all or some of the speed limit improvements in Bressingham and
Fersfield (not 20 mph but 30, since 20 wasn’t an option under this scheme), and perhaps they have indeed discovered
that one can get a collection of speed limits done under one (costly) Traffic Regulation Order, which, if true, is a very
good precedent. These will be implemented within the next 12 months, God willing. | also asked for a 30mph speed limit
on the Turnpike in Bunwell. That was refused, so | believed we had got nothing, but they now say they have awarded a
Vehicle Activated Sign for Bunwell (which | didn’t think | had ever asked for, or even considered). | am trying to find out
what exactly this is and where it is to be installed. | trust it is something that the Parish had asked for. Meanwhile,
believing | had nothing to assist with the dangerous crossing point on the Turnpike, | have commissioned a feasibility
study for making a safer crossing there, using part of my 2023 highways budget. In Aslacton, I've been chasing and got
promises for action on the speed limit (long approved but never installed) on Pottergate Street, which should be done by
June this year. I've ordered, and will fund or partially fund, various signs, paint and chevrons for some of the roads with
problems of dangerous bends and misleading junctions, and I’'m co-funding with Councillor Wilby a solution for the
unmarked and neglected Furze Green Hamlet that crosses two parishes/divisions and highways officers. This is now in
progress. |'ve also commissioned the designers to come up with signs to stop long lorries from using Tabernacle Lane in
Forncett. I'd like to get a UK-wide solution to change the way Sat Navs work, when it comes to tiny single-track lanes to
eliminate the problem of delivery vans and lorries taking short cuts at speed due to delivery targets and carbon
reduction targets.

In addition to work to solve drainage problems in the Street in Bunwell, the Environment Agency has been researching
natural flooding solutions for the feeder tributaries for the Tas and for the area around Shelfanger. They're
reporting to Shelfanger in May. I've been looking into better signage at the steep and deep Ford in Forncett, and I'm
told that the Council is undertaking a review of all the County’s fords, to improve safety. This is promising, but | fear it
will take a long time before we get action.

I've been pestering footpaths officers, particularly with cases where enforcement is lacking, such as in Gissing. The new
route for the FP6 in Gissing is now official so we can put pressure on to get it opened up. In some places we have
problems with irresponsible dog-owners. There’s no one-size-fits-all solution to this, so we need to work out what might
help in each case.

Norwich to Tilbury Pylons

My input to the County’s response to the Statutory consultation must go in by Wednesday so I'll be preparing it today
and tomorrow. Many thanks to residents who have sent local information about effects in their area. | have attended
some important briefings with other councils/councillors from Suffolk and Essex, and I’'m working on a response that
reflects the fact that we need a better solution, and a better way of ensuring that government planning systems work
with local people to place important infrastructure in appropriate places, without destroying the environment in the
process. | attended the fantastic art exhibition in Forncett, highlighting the beauty of the local area. | am concerned
about the damage that preparing for and erecting the pylons will cause, not just their long term presence.
Undergrounding would also damage local ecologies, roads and hedges. Local consultation information events are in
Ashwellthorpe (Thursday 9th May), Tibenham (Friday 10th May), Diss Town Football club (Wednesday 15t May), all
afternoon-early evening.

The attempt to silence local voices is not a good look on the part of the current government, nor is the blithe
assumption that we can just build more and more and never ask whether less would be better—less demand, less
consumption, more economical ways of living, more nature, more happiness.
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Norfolk County Council Full Council meeting, Tuesday May 7°.

This meeting is the AGM so we’ll be appointing the leader and cabinet etc for the coming year. There will also be motions.
I've submitted my motion about rural speed limits and hope it will be discussed and voted on. I've also submitted a
motion about the National Grid Pylons scheme. The Conservatives have tabled an amendment to my Pylons motion,
which will probably pass, but | don’t know whether they will support or oppose the motion. The amendment will remove
some key points | wanted to make to protect us for the future. There are also motions on NHS Dentistry and on the
Norwich Western Link road. | shall speak on the one about dentistry.

Norfolk things:

Long Stratton Bypass

Construction of the bypass has begun and we now have road closed signs on all side routes that the road will cross. For
further details on the closures view the Long Stratton Bypass works publicinformation notice (PDF) [173KB]. Further
information and updates relating to the Long Stratton Bypass, plus a link for those wishing to subscribe to Long
Stratton Bypass e-news, are available on the county council website here.

National Government things

Prime Minister’s “moral mission” to reform disability benefits

Mr Sunak is proposing reforms to disability benefits. He wants to solve the fact that the umber of people claiming
disability benefits for mental health conditions has doubled since 2020. The plan is to change the eligibility criteria,
assessment process and types of support, and remove the cash that people are allowed to spend on what they need on
a regular basis, including things that they might enjoy. helping people on benefits to stay in or return to work. The
government say that they will consult on proposed reforms to disability benefits system to ensure benefits are targeted
at those who need it most.

The information about the proposed changes can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-support-for-independent-living-the-health-  and-
disability-green-paper/modernising-support-for-independent-living-the-health-and-disability-green-  paper

| would strongly encourage anyone who is concerned about the well-being of people they know who struggle with
their disabilities or mental health or receive these PIP payments to respond to this consultation, if you care about
the values that this country has lived by over the last century, in trying to care with compassion for those who have
received a hard lot in life and for those who are waiting for non-existent NHS treatment or other kinds of help.

Fit Note Reform: government call for evidence

Another related issue is this call for evidence to inform a programme of work announced at the autumn statement in
2023, to explore reforming the “fit note” process. The government says this is “to support those with long term health
conditions to access timely work and health support”. What they mean is that they don’t want doctors to assess
whether a person is fit to go back to work, and they want a system that allows them to set targets for cutting people off
from getting sick notes, remove their access to sick pay and force them back into work (or starvation), as they do with
other benefits. They are looking for “enhancements that stakeholders would require for the fit note to better support
people to start, stay and succeed in work”. Please consider contributing to this evidence-gathering process. They want to
hear from employers , healthcare professionals , patients, carers and those who access fit notes, representatives of local
systems or local system partners (e.g, local authority, community social enterprise) , interested academics and
stakeholder organisations

To participate in this call for evidence use this online form. Further information about the call for evidence is
available here. Contact me on

Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk for Council-related business. See also my facebook page here.
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Bunwell District Councillor Report — June 2024

As | was only a few days into my new post at the time of the last parish council meeting, this is my
inaugural report for Bunwell and hopefully the first of many! | will aim as much as possible to come
to each of your monthly meetings as | think this is hugely important not just for hearing about the
most pressing issues but also to get to know all of you and any parishioners who attend the
meetings.

Our brilliant leafleting team who worked so tirelessly for my campaign now have their work cut out
for them as they will be busy with the General Election, which was a surprise to us all | think! This
week they will also be delivering my thank you card which will have all my contact details on it,
including my social media pages. These will be a really good way for residents to keep updated if
they use Facebook or Instagram, so please do spread the word on that if you can. | will be using
them for all manner of things, whether it's something as practical as a road closure, or promoting an
event such as a school fete or community coffee morning. Please feel free to email me any details
on anything you would like me to post about.

So far during my first month, I've predominantly been picking up on various planning applications
across the ward and having my training with the appropriate Directors at the District Council offices
in Norwich. Apart from that, there are two key areas that | wanted to focus on this month:

1. Pylons

As I'm sure many of you are aware, the final consultation period for the pylons project has now
been extended due to the election until 11.59am on Friday 26" July. National Grid won't be
holding any further in-person consultations but there will be more webinairs, and the relevant
one for us here will be the South Norfolk and Mid Suffolk one, which will be held on Wednesday
10" July from 6-7pm. | don’t know any more than that at this stage regarding details for the
webinair: | only found this out at my meeting with Claire Curtis yesterday, who is the Lead Officer
on NSIPs at the council, as unsurprisingly, if you follow the link on National Grid’s website to the
webinair dates, it doesn’t work!

A very helpful resource which is kept updated frequently is the council’s NSIP webpages and |
advise reading those as there is quite a bit of misinformation out there about which substations
are being used for what etc. South Norfolk’s position remains the same as the statement
released after the second non-statutory consultation last summer, which is basically to object to
the proposal. But as far as | understand it, they won’t be calling for a pause as Suffolk County
Council has recently, and Catherine will be updating you on the latest from Norfolk County
Council.

Claire and her team completely understand and indeed share all of our immense anger,
frustration, sadness and despair about the scheme. We need to keep fighting. However, she
also has to be preparing in advance for the scenario that it may go ahead, so she has an
excellent, highly skilled team working on every tiny detail of the proposal to ensure that all the
ecological and historical aspects that will be hugely affected or damaged by the scheme have to
be addressed by National Grid. She emphasised that she is happy for anyone to contact her
direct, or through me, if you have any questions relating to the pylons. Her email is
claire.curtis@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk

2. Community Action Fund
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Onto happier topics! | have a very tight deadline but a very appealing project — | am looking for
ways to spend my Community Action Fund allowance, which is up to £20k across multiple or just
a few key projects. | was only told about this just over a week ago and the deadline for
applications is the end of this month so speed is of the essence! | am contacting as many
organisations within the Bunwell ward as possible but please come and see me after the
meeting if you have any ideas, whatever they may be, and | can check if they’re eligible. The
main criteria is that it can’t be things like general maintenance and small repairs, but it can be
bigger maintenance projects or refurbishments. It could also be a community orchard, or
equipment for a coffee morning, or maybe a new bike shed, a bench etc. Basically, projects that
will benefit and enhance our community. Please do feel free to pass on my details to anyone you
know who might be interested in making the most of this excellent initiative from the council.

Cllr Suzanne Wateridge
mobile: 07943 180556 email: suzanne.wateridge@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
Facebook: @SuzanneBunwellCllr

National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury Grid Upgrade
Bunwell Parish Council Pylon Working Group

1. Background and Summary of Project Proposals
2. Recommendation to Bunwell Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 5 June 2024
3. Proposed Feedback Submission to National Grid

Background and Summary of Project Proposals

National Grid is proposing a 184 Km run of 50m pylons from Norwich to Tilbury as part of the Government's
plan to net zero by 2050. The demand for electricity will increase substantially over the next 20 years as gas
boilers are phased out and new-build houses install heat pumps powered by electricity. Petrol and diesel
cars will also be phased out, replaced by electric vehicles. The proposed pylon route will take energy from
new North Sea wind farms, principally to the South-East and particularly London.

The proposal sites 6 pylons in Bunwell Parish, in the hamlets of Bunwell Hill and Low Common. At 50m high
these will be visible across at least 5 miles. Pylons are to be positioned in close proximity to dwellings in
our parish, including listed buildings.

See the route here: https://norwichtotilburymap.nationalgrid.com/
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Each new pylon site will need access by construction machinery, so haul roads are to be built across
farmland, crossing our small network of roads. These are to be 8 metres wide, with a vegetation clearance
requirement of 20m. The haul road across one landowner’s 700m field is estimated to need around 2520
cubic metres of topsoil removed, to be replaced with 7000 tonnes of hardcore, representing at least 350
lorry loads.

Each pylon will need a large working area, also created out of hardcore

In addition, National Grid plan to put settlement ponds in open farmland at Low Common because of
drainage issues resulting from their work

The granite required for the construction is not available locally and consequently there will be thousands
of heavy lorry movements across our wider area and locally, estimated at 150 a day. The work will take place
over approximately 4 years, with a planned start date of 2027.

The need to upgrade the energy transmission network and to work towards the legally binding target of zero
emissions by 2050 is appreciated. However, the level of harm to Bunwell and its residents from the pylon
proposal is extensive and wholly unacceptable, especially when there are alternatives to pylons which would
do far less harm.

National Grid themselves identified in a 2020 report that an offshore grid would be a cheaper strategic
alternative. The ESO ‘Review of East Anglian Transmission Options March 2024’ identified alternatives to
pylons. The onshore HVDC (High Voltage Direct Current) cabling option scored well.

Recommendation to Bunwell Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 5 June 2024

It is recommended that Bunwell Parish Council opposes National Grid’s proposals, as the magnitude of
harm caused to the parish and parishioners is not acceptable. An alternative solution must be found.

National Grid themselves refer to the harms to Bunwell Parish’s landscape, views and heritage assets as
significant (negative)’ and having ‘significant negative effect’.

Itis recommended that Bunwell Parish Council supports the alternatives:

1. First preference - a fully integrated offshore grid.
2. Second preference - HVYDC from Norwich to Tilbury, either underground or subsea.

In the event that the Norwich to Tilbury project gains approval without either of the above, it is
recommended that Bunwell Parish Council seeks:

1. Undergrounding for that part of the route which passes through Bunwell Parish, based on its
character landscape features - in particular being sited in the Tas Valley -, proximity to dwellings
and the damage to the setting of designated heritage assets.

2. Minimisation of ecological damage to the part of the pylon run in Bunwell Hill, near to the Tas River
- whether that be by undergrounding or adjustments/alterations to pylon siting, based on the
ecological sensitivity of this particular location and the wildlife protections which are in place.

Or, in the event that no undergrounding can be achieved, it is recommended that Bunwell Parish Council
seeks mitigation as follows:

1. Lower height pylons - to reduce adverse effects on landscape features and the settings of
designated heritage assets and other residential dwellings close to the pylon run.
2. Minimising ecological damage to the part of the route in Bunwell Hill, near to the Tas River, by
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adjustments/alterations to pylon siting, based on the ecological sensitivity of this particular
location and the wildlife protections which are in place.

3. A programme of planting and screening for the route of any pylons through the Parish, to mitigate
the impact of their intrusive height and to compensate for habitat loss, by the implementation of
a Biodiversity Net Gain project that will benefit the local community.

Proposed Feedback Submission to National Grid
OBJECTION TO THE SCHEME

National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury Pylons Proposal is deeply damaging to the communities of Bunwell Hill
and Low Common, both hamlets of the larger village of Bunwell in South Norfolk.

While accepting the need to move power from the North Sea to London, Bunwell Parish Council objects to
the National Grid Norwich to Tilbury Pylon Proposal, based on the harm it would cause to residents,
heritage, landscapes, farming, property values, businesses, recreation, wildlife and the environment.

This is on the basis of the arguments set out in this submission and in earlier consultation responses and by
the Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk Pylons action group, whose submissions, including to this Statutory Consultation,
we endorse.

The consultation has been, and remains, inadequate; valid alternatives have not been presented and the
harm of National Grid’s preferred solution significantly outweighs the benefits. Alternatives that we support
are:

- Afully integrated offshore grid
Or

- HVDCfrom Norwich to Tilbury, either underground or subsea.

BUNWELL PARISH SETTING

Bunwell is a parish of two halves, separated by The Turnpike road, B1113. To the north is the main village
and this is largely surrounded by modern field systems. To the south of the turnpike is a landscape that has
retained much of its historical character and is a mixture of ancient woodland, enclosed field systems and
areas with a surviving ancient medieval field pattern. The fields, cottages and farmhouses are linked by
narrow, often ‘sunken’ lanes, unchanged for centuries, and these ultimately lead down to the River Tas,
which they cross via unbridged fords.

The village name is Old English, meaning ‘spring with reeds’, reflecting the present day marshy fen-like land
marking the boundary between Bunwell and the parishes of Tibenham and Carleton Rode, where the River
Tas originates.

Key Points of Relevance:

- This southern part of the village, in the Tas Valley hamlets of Bunwell Hill and Low Common, is
where the ancient character of Bunwell has been retained. This is where Bunwell’s pylons are
planned to go.
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- Pylons are to run between two of the three most ancient and historically significant manors of
Bunwell - Perishall (now Persehall) and Banyards, both Grade Il listed buildings - at a distance of
440m and 220m respectively from the draft Order Limits

- Pylons are to continue on to the marshy fen at the boundary of Tibenham and Carleton Rode - the
very source of the name of Bunwell village and an area that is undisturbed and rich in habitats and
species.

HARM CAUSED BY THE PROJECT

PROXIMITY TO HOMES AND BUSINESSES

The pylon route as proposed cuts through two communities with 102 dwellings and an estimated
population of 255. This is not open farmland, it is a rural residential area. All 47 dwellings at Bunwell Hill
and almost all the 55 dwellings at Low Common are within 1km of the pylon run.

Pylons are proposed within 500m of approximately one third of all dwellings in Low Common and
approximately half of all dwellings in Bunwell Hill. The closest pylons to dwellings are at Low Common, at
150m distance from Banyards Hall’s cottages. There is an extremely large permitted development zone
around pylon RG046, which is only 60m from two barn conversions, West and East Lodge. The impact on
these properties, which are to have a pylon sited 200m away, is hugely damaging.

All residents in Bunwell and Low Common expressing an opinion to the Parish Council and to members of
their delegated Pylon Working Group strongly oppose this project.

The value of homes in these two communities will be negatively affected to a considerable degree,
especially as they are rural dwellings which are more impacted by the introduction of industrialisation than
those in urban areas. The combined loss in value for homes in Bunwell Hill and Low Common is projected to
be several million pounds. No compensation is available to homeowners.

There is an AirBnB at Hoggs Barn, Low Common, approximately 300m from the pylon run. The owner
projects that bookings will be hard hit - especially throughout the construction period - as potential
customers will have to be advised of the works taking place.

There is an equestrian business, Hot to Trot School of Equitation, within approximately 800m of the pylon
run. This business uses the quiet rural roads in the region of the draft Order Limit on a daily basis. This
business uses grazing land within 250m of the draft Order Limit. Hot To Trot will not be able to use local
roads for hacking during the duration of the construction because of the negative effect on the horses of
construction noise and activity.

Bunwell Parish Council notes that no local businesses have been recorded or reported on in National Grid’s
documentation supporting this consultation, which is an omission.

Bunwell Parish Council asserts that the impact on homeowners and businesses in this location is unacceptable
and an alternative solution must be found.

HERITAGE
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National Grid’s Preliminary Environmental Information Report (Vol 3, part 3 of 4) has identified that there are
14 listed buildings within Bunwell parish which are 2km or less from the project’s draft Order Limits. Pylons
at 50m high will be visible from the setting of all these listed buildings.

Of these buildings, the setting of 4 will be subject to an especially negative effect, according to National
Grid’s own analysis:

- Grade ll listed Ebenezer Cottage 520m north-west of the draft Order Limits. ‘The Project would
introduce tall infrastructure within the setting of the asset, causing a minor change to the rural
aspect of the asset’s setting, which makes a minor contribution to its value. ‘There is no suitable
mitigation to reduce this effect’ resulting in a ‘Non- Significant Negative Effect’.

- Grade Il listed Quaker Farm and its curtilage of listed barns, 210m south-east of the draft Order
Limits. ‘The Project would introduce tall infrastructure within the setting of the asset, causing a
moderate change to the rural aspect of the asset’s setting, which makes a minor contribution to its
value’. ‘There is no suitable mitigation to reduce this effect’ resulting in ‘Significant Negative
Effect’.

- Grade Il listed Banyards Hall, 220m north-west of the draft Order Limits. This is one of the original
manor houses of ancient Bunwell with the remains of its medieval moat to the west, north and
east. ‘The Project would introduce tall infrastructure within the setting of the asset, causing a
moderate change to the rural aspect of the asset’s setting, which makes a moderate contribution
to its value’. ‘There is no suitable mitigation to reduce this effect’ resulting in ‘Significant Negative
Effect’.

- Grade Il listed Wood Farmhouse, 350m north west of the draft Order Limits. ‘The Project would
introduce tall infrastructure within the setting of the asset, causing a minor change to the rural
aspect of the asset’s setting, which makes a minor contribution to its value’. ‘There is no suitable
mitigation to reduce this effect’ resulting in a ‘Non Significant Negative Effect’

Itis noted that in the ‘Preliminary Environmental Information Report, Volume 1, Main Text

11.8.15, National Grid states:

‘these permanent effects would be caused by the presence of the overhead line alignment....and in some
cases views, of these assets. For these assets this change would affect an element of their setting that
makes a notable contribution to their value. At this time no suitable additional mitigation for these effects
has been identified. The height of the proposed pylons means that visual screening is not always effective
and may in itself cause negative effects to the settings of heritage assets’.

Itis unacceptable that the settings of two listed properties in this historic area of Bunwell are to incur a
‘Significant Negative Effect’, and a further two are to incur the lesser ‘Not Significant Negative Effect’,
which, at National Grid’s own admission, cannot be mitigated.

The setting of Grade Il listed Persehall Manor, with its remains of a medieval moat, is said not to extend to
the draft Order Limits. However, at only 440m from the pylon run its setting is undeniably altered by the
project.

Furthermore, National Grid’s Heritage walkover identified and photographed the tree lined avenue leading
to Banyards Hall as an ‘Unrecorded Heritage Asset’: ‘The old avenue to the moat site, where the Banyards
Hall 91373609 is located, was visible during the walkover’ 2.1.51 Plate 49.” A pylon is to be sited adjacent to
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this avenue and it is proposed to take out 50% of these oak trees to create a visibility splay for the
corresponding haul road.

In addition to the individual harms described above, the proposed pylons will have a cumulative effect on
the heritage of the ancient hamlets of Low Common and Bunwell Hill, in which there are a high number of
listed buildings, barn conversions, farmhouses and cottages and no modern development of any kind.

Bunwell Parish Council conclude that National Grid’s proposals in their current form do significant and
lasting harm to the valuable heritage of the area. Itis also deeply harmful that the proposed pylon route
bisects the two remaining part-moated ancient manors of Persehall Manor and Banyards Hall.

ARCHAEOLOGY

The Bunwell Parish Records held by the Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER), document the historic
finds from the Parish. These records, covering Paleolithic times through to the modern era, have been
accessed and reported on by National Grid in their Document Library.

The number of finds in and around Bunwell Hill and Low Common is extensive. However, this NHER Parish
summary is only an overview of the large amount of information held for the Parish and only selected
examples of sites and finds in each period are presented. The true volume of archaeological finds within
the Parish is therefore much greater than that presented by National Grid in their document library.

The area to the South of the B1113 is an area rich in archaeological finds, dating from every period of
human occupation, due especially to this part of the Parish being so near to the river. The earliest evidence
of humans in Bunwell is a large Paleolithic flint flake, found near Banyards Hall, close to where pylons are to
be sited. Also found at Banyards Hall was a Bronze Age metallic hoard, donated to Norwich Castle
Museum. A possible Roman shackle was found near to the proposed pylon RG46. There is also an
unexcavated Roman villa lying between the proposed pylon RG45 and the river. During the course of
National Grid’s recent surveys, a potential tumulus was identified on meadowland at Bunwell Hill, close to
the pylon route.

The heavy clay soils of the area do not lend themselves to revealing crop mark evidence of occupation, so
settlement activity is likely under-reported. Bunwell PC asserts that this is an area rich in unexplored
ancient history and that the building of haul roads and pylon bases in this environment is ill-considered and
likely to do harm. Should the proposals in their current form go ahead, Bunwell Parish Council requests the
presence of archaeologists when excavation is to take place.

ENVIRONMENT, HABITAT & SPECIES

Being rural and undeveloped, with little traffic, noise or light pollution, Bunwell Hill and Low Common are
havens for wildlife.

Bunwell Hill

In the area between pylons RG048 and RG050 and immediately above the Tas River tributary there is a
particularly undeveloped and unspoilt area, inaccessible by public road and home to:

- a substantial County Wildlife Site with a large spring-fed lake,

- a 3-acre overstood hazel coppice woodland/rewilding site,

- a private nature reserve,

- an ancient right of way (Cow Lane), with veteran trees and ancient hedgerows,
- a grazing meadow, bordered by mature and veteran oaks.
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The land here retains the small field system of medieval farming, which is a rare remnant in Norfolk.
The Tas River is a chalk bed stream, one of only 200 or so in the world. The source of the Tas River is close to
this location.

The ecological value of this area has been recognised and there are additional protections on and around it:

- Itisinthe impact zone of a Site of Special Scientific Interest, Aslacton Parish Land.
- Itis designated by DEFRA as Priority Habitat Inventory - Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh and
Priority Habitat Inventory - Lowland Fen.
- Itisimmediately above the Tas Valley Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) and the Tas River flood
plain.
On National Grid’s current plans, the development consent area encroaches on the County Wildlife Site and
the power lines will oversail the CWS. National Grid identifies the harm to this site in its Table 8.9 Local
Non Statutory Sites Designated for Biodiversity:

‘Brick Kiln Lane, Bunwell Hill

Potential Impact Pathway - Direct: Habitat loss/fragmentation as a result of overhead line installation and
maintenance activities.

Potential Impact Pathway - Indirect: Construction pollution (e,g. noise/vibration/air
quality/dust/light/visual); hydrological connectivity to the draft Order Limits’.

The project proposal also entails the building of a haul road across a large portion of a grazing meadow
which is Priority Habitat Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh. Being marsh land, this meadow is entirely
unsuitable for heavy construction equipment without substantial reinforcement.

This part of the project (clearance for haul road and overhead installation) will require the removal of a
significant amount of mature hedgerows and scrub plus boundary trees - mainly oaks, but with some alder,
ash, field maple, hawthorn, hornbeam and willow - ranging in age from an estimated 40 years to 600 years;
plus approximately an acre and a half of overstood hazel coppice woodland/rewilding site which has signs
of Badger habitation in the form of latrines.

To be removed, most notably:

- A whole row of ancient boundary markers, including veteran oaks with very high ecological value.
- Aseparate field boundary, including an old field maple and an ancient ash coppice stool.

Also at risk from the development, as within the draft Order Limits:

- A particularly valuable veteran oak with a perpetual European Honey Bee population.
- The total number of mature boundary trees in the draft Order Limits and therefore at risk, is 49, of
which 27 are mature and veteran oaks.

Bunwell Parish Council is aware of various wildlife surveys taking place on this area of land. We understand
that those surveys have not yet been concluded. Norfolk Wildlife Services records show this area to be
home to multiple species, including some which are protected and endangered.

A large number of species have been recorded by landowners, which include:
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Mammals, Reptiles,Amphibians:
Red Deer, Fallow Deer, Roe Deer and Muntjac

Badger, Fox pair (dog and vixen), Rabbits, Brown Hare Vole, Wood Mouse, Shrew, Mole, Stoat, Weasel, Rat
Bats - 4 different species

Grass Snake, Common Toad, Common Frog, Palmate Newt, Common Newt. Harvest Mouse * *Mammal
Red List

Birds:

Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Little Owl

Buzzard, Kestrel, Hobby, Red Kite, Sparrowhawk Green Woodpecker, Greater Spotted Woodpecker
Nuthatch, Tree Creeper

Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-Tailed Tit

Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, Firecrest, Chiffchaff

Blackcap, Dunnock, Robin, Wren, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Swallow
Magpie, Jay, Crow

Grey Heron, Egret

Collared Dove, Pigeon, Pheasant, Partridge

Cuckoo*, Skylark*, Fieldfare*, Willow Tit*, Greenfinch*, Swift*, Starling*, Yellowhammer*, House Sparrow?*,
Tree Sparrow?*, Turtle Dove* (2022)

*BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) Red List species. 11 Red List bird species identified
Butterflies:
Swallowtail (2021)

Red Admiral, White Admiral, Peacock, Tortoiseshell, Painted Lady, Comma, Speckled Wood, Ringlet, Purple
Hairstreak, Gatekeeper, Small Copper, Common Blue, Holly Blue, Brimstone, Orange Tip, Meadow Brown,
Small White.

(Swallowtail and White Admiral butterflies are listed as vulnerable).
Moths:
Elephant Hawk Moth, Cinnabar, Six Spot Burnet and others

Flora:

Early purple orchid, Common spotted orchid, Bee orchid, Pyramidal orchid

Bluebell, Ramson, Celandine, Dog violet, Cowslip, Oxeye daisy, Pignut, Gipsywort, Stitchwort, Red campion,
Bladder campion, Knapweed, Field scabious and others.

In addition, the presence of construction vehicles in this setting, along with associated construction
equipment, will inevitably generate pollution. This will naturally drain into the Tas River Valley, potentially
polluting water that flows into the Aslacton SSSI to the East. The field in question has drainage pipes
underneath it that lead directly to the River Tas.
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For the above reasons, Bunwell Parish Council categorically rejects that this is an environmentally suitable
location for pylons or a haul road. To introduce them into this historic and ecologically sensitive
environment would be immensely damaging. Moreover, all the land in this area has some level of
ecological protection on it. The problem cannot be solved by moving the pylons or the haul road to the
left or right.

Low Common

Between pylon RG045 and RG046 it is proposed to take out half of an avenue of 60 mature oaks at Banyards
Hall to allow a visibility splay for the haul road which bisects the avenue.

Significant areas of mature hedgerow are also to be removed to enable the building of haul roads. One
landowner estimates the amount to be removed at 400m.

Low Common’s hedgerows, wooded areas and ponds are also home to an extremely diverse range of
wildlife, including birds on the BTO Red List and a documented population of Great Crested Newts.

LANDSCAPE

Bunwell Hill and Low Common are located in the Tas Valley. The Tas River itself originates in a spring close to
Bunwell. Bunwell ’s name means ‘spring with reeds’. South Norfolk’s Development Plan 2023 says of
Bunwell : ‘The village is a series of dispersed groups of dwellings. The village at Bunwell Street is set in
predominantly flat open countryside. This contrasts with the clusters of development at Low Common and
Bunwell Hill, which are set in the Tas Valley’

This is not open farmland. It is a pastoral landscape which has remained largely unchanged for centuries.
National Grid’s proposal would do huge harm to this gentle and rolling vista.

National Grid’s own Heritage and Archaeological surveys which support this consultation both site Bunwell
Hill and Low Common in the Tas Valley.

In 2023, National Grid responded to a consultation response about protecting the Tas Valley as follows:

‘Through routeing and siting National Grid has sought to and will continue to seek to reduce as far as
practicable the impact to the Tas Valley. We will continue to consider factors that have the potential to
impact the Tas Valley such as landscape character and amenity value, as we develop our proposals and seek
to reduce effects. Measures to reduce such effects can include the use of underground cables in the areas of
highest amenity value, sympathetic siting of infrastructure and pylons, and where necessary a range of
planting for the purpose of screening’ ref 3.11.61 National Grid June 2023.

However, there is no evidence that the landscape status and qualities of Low Common and Bunwell Hill as
part of the Tas Valley have been recognised by National Grid. At no point in any of the supporting
documentation is any mention made of this status, nor have any protections been put in place as described
above.

Additionally, National Grid’s proposals for Low Common and Bunwell Hill have been made without
reference to the detail of the relevant Landscape Character Assessments for South Norfolk. This assessment
puts 4 of Bunwell Parish’s pylons, RG43 and RG46-48, in Tas Valley Tributary Farmland ‘a landscape of gentle
slopes leading down to shallow tributary valleys’.

This landscape categorisation specifically identifies the harm that pylons would do:
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‘Gently sloping topography and open landscape making this area sensitive to intrusion by tall and large
elements, including large farm buildings and pylons’.

The remaining 2 pylons RG044 and RG045 are in Ashwellthorpe Plateau Farmland. Banyards Hall is
specifically mentioned in the landscape character assessment: ‘Halls and associated moats e.g. at Banyards
Hall”. A specific development consideration in this landscape character assessment is to ‘maintain the
setting of halls”.

Pylons will be highly visible for all road users in the vicinity, especially for those travelling to and from
Forncett to Low Common and to and from Low Common to Bunwell Hill. Pylon RG046 at Low Common will
be especially visible to road users, with no screening when approaching from Bunwell Hill and a long view
when travelling up the hill towards Bunwell Hill. This pylon is close to the edge of Low Common Road. Itis
understood that this is to be a tension pylon, with heavier steel and an additional element of visual
intrusion.

There will also be an impact on visual amenity for residents in other parts of Bunwell parish, as 50m pylons
will be highly visible in the relatively flat landscape north of the pylon run, especially from the B1113 and
village hall and playground.

National Grid have extensively evaluated the visual and landscape impacts of the project, as seen in their
document library. These are desktop exercises and do not properly identify the unique elements of
Bunwell Hill and Low Common’s landscapes. There is no recognition at all of the medieval field structure
and ancient landscape leading to the River Tas, where pylons and a haul road are to be sited.

The evaluations which have taken place recognise a generic visual and landscape impact on those parts of
Bunwell Hill and Low Common within 1km of the pylon run, to be ‘significant (negative)’.

Bunwell Parish Council consider the introduction of pylons as proposed to be a despoiling of a unique and
valuable landscape, which is unacceptable when alternatives exist.

TRAFFIC

The small roads and lanes through Bunwell Hill and Low Common have remained unchanged for centuries.
They are all single-track roads, originally used by horse and cart, with few passing places. In Low Common a
number of the roads are steeply banked.

These roads are not suitable for heavy construction traffic. Bunwell Parish Council notes that it is intended
to use haul roads up and down the route for construction traffic. Bunwell Parish Council seeks assurances
that, should this proposal go ahead, all construction traffic and associated traffic would be prevented from
using local roads.

Bunwell Parish Council is very concerned about the crossing of heavy goods vehicles across the public road
between RG045 and RG046. This road is the main access road into and out of the Low Common community.
Any closure of this road will be problematic for residents, especially during exceptionally wet weather,
when all other routes to and from Low Common can be made impassable because of the presence of
forded bridges and flood water. When these fords are impassable this is the sole route out of the
community for most residents.
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Bunwell Parish Council is also concerned about the use of Brick Kiln Lane. It is understood that a resident
has received written assurances that Brick Kiln Lane in Bunwell Hill, a RUPP (Road Used as a Public Path)
and marked on National Grid plans in red, is not to be used for construction traffic during the development.
However, afterwards - during operation - it is to be used for maintenance access. This is a very narrow
residential road and a ‘green lane’. The latter part of the lane is unmade and usage is restricted to
landowners only, who access it solely by quad bikes and a pick-up truck for taking feed to livestock. This
lane in its current form is not suitable for use by other vehicles.

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Information provided by The Ramblers Association identifies 6 public footpaths in Bunwell Hill and Low
Common which are to be affected by the project.

These are Footpaths 8, 10, 12, 14, 17 and 18. This is a high number of footpath closures for such a small
community.

The proposed haul road development would cut through and close Cow Lane FP17, an ancient footpath
used for centuries by the people of Bunwell to get from Bunwell Hill to Low Common. This footpath has
been in recorded use since at least the 1700s and is in constant use today by dog walkers and ramblers.

Footpath closures will prevent access to two designated long-distance walks: the Tas Valley Way, and the
Via Beata. The building of a haul road crossing the River Tas is especially damaging as it will render
inaccessible the footpath along the Tas that both these routes require.

Bunwell Parish Council asserts that the restrictions on these Rights of Way, for a period estimated at four
years, is an unacceptable revocation of the rights of residents and ramblers.

AGRICULTURAL LAND

The three landowners who are required to host pylons on their arable land in Bunwell Parish and a fourth
who is required to host a haul road on his grazing land all oppose this project.

- Placement of pylons as planned will harm their ability to farm the land effectively. For one
landowner, 25 of his 45 acres will be out of use during the project.

- Theland used for haul roads will take decades to fully recover - it will no longer drain naturally.

- Farmers are concerned that proximity of pylons will affect use of GPS systems on farm machinery.

- Pylon RG045 blocks the farmer’s access to that particular field. In the non-statutory consultation
this landowner asked for RG045 to be positioned differently but this has not been actioned.

- Drainage ponds are to take up further land - the relevant farmer does not understand the need for
them.

- The compensation being offered to landowners is insufficient.

RECREATION

Being tranquil and scenically beautiful, this area of Bunwell is used extensively for recreation, both by
residents and by others from outside the parish. The following groups, who use the area for recreation, will
be adversely affected for the duration of the construction:

- Ramblers and dog walkers - including Duke of Edinburgh Award candidates - who use the small
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road network and the public rights of way will not be able to access footpaths.
They will need to use public highways instead and will be put at risk, especially if there is to be
additional traffic resulting from the construction.

Balloonists, gliders, microlights and light aircraft, which frequently fly in this this area, are likely to
be restricted in their use of the skies because of the proximity of pylons.

Horse riding will be restricted, especially due to noise and additional traffic during the four-year
construction period. The small and quiet lanes in Bunwell Hill and Low Common are used
extensively by horse riders, both independent riders and those from Hot To Trot School of
Equitation, approximately 800m from the draft Order Limits. Local horses are not accustomed to
noise and will not be able to be on roads near construction areas, thus closing off most of the
options available for hacking.

BREACHES OF HOLFORD RULES

Bunwell Parish Council believe there to be 4 breaches of Holford Rules:

1. Choose routes which minimise the effects on the setting of areas of architectural, historic and
archaeological significance. Breach: ‘Significant negative’ impacts on designated heritage sites are
apparent and admitted.

2. Choose tree and hill backgrounds in preference to sky backgrounds. Breach: Sky backgrounds have
been chosen.

3. Protect existing vegetation, including woodlands and hedgerows. Breach: There is to be significant
destruction of trees and hedgerows, including mature and ancient hedgerows and veteran oaks in
areas of woodland.

4. Avoid routing close to residential areas as far as possible. Breach: Pylons are coming through the
residential hamlets of Low Common and Bunwell Hill, within 1km of nearly 100 dwellings and are
to be within 150m of some dwellings.

MENTAL HEALTH

Feedback from residents to Bunwell Parish Council indicates that the mental health of residents will be

adversely affected both during and after the project. In fact, mental health is already adversely affected, in

that these proposals in themselves are a huge source of worry to residents for their financial and emotional

impact.

Factors causing mental health issues to Bunwell residents include:

Devaluation of property, estimated by property professionals at 25-35% for those living closest to
infrastructure.

Lack of compensation for loss of property value and/or business income.
Concerns about inability to sell property during the construction and once the infrastructure is in

place.

Introducing construction noise into an area of extremely quiet and unspoilt countryside - this being
potentially between the hours of 07.00 to 19.00 weekdays and 08.00 to 17.00 at weekends.
Introducing traffic noise, including HGVs, into an area of extremely quiet and unspoilt countryside.
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Introducing construction lighting into an area which has minimal light pollution.

The loss of visual amenity to a population who have chosen to live in the countryside for its natural

beauty.

The project as it stands is highly damaging to the mental health of residents of Bunwell Parish.

We note from the project’s supporting documents that National Grid has chosen not to assess or quantify
the impact on the health and well-being of those affected. We consider this to be an important omission in
the consultation:

‘The response of local communities to the landscape and visual aspects of the Project are subjective.

Negative health and well-being effects are likely to be experienced by a proportion of the local population

as a result of how the Project may affect the setting of homes, businesses and/or culturally or ecologically

important community assets. A further proportion of the local population are likely to have either neutral

or positive perceptions of the Project. Therefore it is difficult to conclude an overall significance on health

and wellbeing of landscape and visual effects during the operation (and maintenance) of the project’
National Grid 2024

CONSULTATION

Bunwell Parish Council does not consider it has been consulted in a way that is open, fair or transparent.

Bunwell Parish Council has identified the following deficiencies in National Grid’s consultation process:

Bunwell Parish Council and its residents were not consulted when the proposals were at a
formative stage. The route was predetermined. The decision for pylons was also predetermined.
This is wholly against the Gunning Principles.

Information on the proposals has been inaccessible:
o The maps sent to householders are large scale area maps, generic and lacking in detail.

o Information has only been sent to householders within 1km of the pylon line, when the
visual impacts of the project are far wider.
The interactive online map does not show homes other than listed buildings.
Internet access is required to fully access the proposals and their supporting information.

o The Public Consultation/Information Events have been held in locations inaccessible by
public transport and open between 1pm to 6pm only, excluding many working people.

o The supporting documents on National Grid’s website are not labelled or indexed in a way
that makes them straightforward to access. It seems that information is being deliberately
obscured.

Staff at the consultation/information events have not had the necessary knowledge to respond to
gueries. Parishioners report evasive answers and being given different answers to the same
question by different National Grid staff. For example, on the subject of pylon height and type,
three different answers were given to the same person.

The accuracy of the maps available for consultation has been questioned. A Bunwell landowner
agreed different positions for pylons on his land with Fisher German which were to be put to
National Grid. These are not the positions shown on the maps available for consultation. When
guestioned about this, National Grid staff - including Simon Pepper, Project Leader - said that the
maps were printed well before the consultation date and therefore may not reflect recent
changes. It is wholly unsatisfactory if residents are not being consulted on the most accurate or up
to date version of the route.
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A local resident who lives close to the pylon run feels that the individual negotiations between
Fisher German and landowners, the content of which is not made public to those who are
affected, are not open and transparent. At these meetings, landowners who attended were not
allowed to copy, photograph or record any content of the meetings.

There has been no personal engagement with homeowners who are gravely affected.
Homeowners do not feel the issues they have raised in feedback to previous consultations have
been addressed. Homeowners seek personal engagement given the life changing impact of these
proposals.

The impact of the proposals on property prices has not been assessed. This is an important
omission in the process

National Grid has made no attempt to assess the impact of the proposals on mental health and
wellbeing. This is an important omission in the process.

National Grid do not seem to be aware of the presence of businesses in the area and have not
assessed the impact upon them.

National Grid do not appear to have recognised that Low Common and Bunwell Hill are in the Tas
Valley and, as such, merit special consideration.

Residents have not been consulted on pylon type. National Grid appear to have made their own
subjective decisions not to pursue pylon types other than 50m lattice towers. Bunwell Parish
Council notes from National Grid’s supporting documents that for Tacolneston to Shelfhanger, T-
pylons are potentially suitable and would reduce pylon heights by 15m. It is stated that ‘the
reduction in height would be beneficial in helping to screen and filter views of the T-pylons’. It
appears, however, that this option has been discounted by National Grid without the potential for
further consultation. It is also noted that lower height lattice pylons could be an option. Bunwell
Parish Council requests the opportunity for consultation on these alternative pylon types.

CONCLUSION

Bunwell Parish Council believes that the magnitude of harm to the parish and parishioners as described

above is not acceptable and an alternative solution must be found.

Bunwell Parish Council notes that National Grid have themselves referred to the harms to its landscape,
views and heritage assets as ‘significant (negative)’ and ‘significant negative effect’.

Bunwell Parish Council believe that there are viable alternatives, namely:

1.

Bunwell Parish Council’s first preference is for a fully integrated offshore grid. This would avoid all
the above harms to the parish, its residents and its wildlife.

Bunwell Parish Council’s second preference is for HVDC cabling from Norwich to Tilbury, either
underground or subsea. This would avoid much of the longer-term harm to the parish and its
residents.

In the event that the Norwich to Tilbury project gains approval without either of the above, Bunwell Parish
Council seeks:

1.

HVDC Undergrounding for that part of the route which passes through Bunwell Parish, based on its
character landscape features - in particular being part of the Tas Valley - proximity to dwellings
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and the damage to the setting of designated heritage assets.

2. Minimisation of ecological damage to the part of the route in Bunwell Hill, near to the Tas River,
whether that be by undergrounding or adjustments/alterations to pylon siting, based on the
ecological sensitivity of this particular location and the wildlife protections which are in place

Or, in the event that no undergrounding can be achieved, Bunwell Parish Council seeks mitigation as
follows:

1. Lower height pylons - to reduce adverse effects on landscape features and the settings of
designated heritage assets and other residential dwellings close to the pylon run.

2. Minimising ecological damage to the part of the route in Bunwell Hill, near to the Tas River, by
adjustments/alterations to pylon siting, based on the ecological sensitivity of this particular
location and the wildlife protections which are in place.

3. Aprogramme of planting and screening for the route of any pylons through the Parish, to mitigate
the impact of their intrusive height and to compensate for habitat loss, by the implementation of
a Biodiversity Net Gain project that will benefit the local community.
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